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On the road again...

November 15, 2007 marks the
open enrollment date of Medicare
prescription drug plans. In prepa-
ration for this date, PEAL has
scheduled several educational
~ —~ workshops throughout the state to
prepare Medicare beneficiaries for
the changes that are on the horizon in the 2008 plans.
These workshops also provide those in attendance with
the opportunity to apply for extra help paying for pre-
scription plans and guidance in applying for the Medicare
Savings Program, a program through Louisiana Medicaid
that assist beneficiaries in paying for their healthcare
costs. Enrollment in both of these assistance programs is
based on eligibility guidelines reliant on income and re-
sources.

Before 11/15, education specific to the available
plans in LA and changes to existing plans will be offered
at workshops. Any workshops scheduled after this date
will allow enrollment assistance on-site. The PEAL team
is equipped with laptop computers with wireless internet
access. PEAL also bears the responsibility of marketing
the event in the area in which it is scheduled. Fliers adver-
tising the event are created by PEAL, duplicated in-house
and sent to the event site for distribution. Local media ad-
vertising is also done by PEAL. To the right of this col-
umn, you will find a schedule of events for the upcoming
enrollment “season”. If you have not contacted us yet and
are interested in scheduling an event at your facility,
please call today, (985) 369-3813.

@ Click to email PEAL

PEAL Schedule of Events

September
11 Lutcher Council on Aging
13 Vacherie, Westbank Reception Hall,

18 Bunkie General
Silver Society Gathering, 11 a.m.
19 Pierre Part Health Fair
24 St. Anne General Hospital, Raceland

25 Innis Comm. Health Ctr., Innis
October

11 D’ville House, Donaldsonville
18 Heritage Manor, Napoleonville

23 Lafourche Health Fair
27 St. Elizabeth Health Fair

November

12 Dauterive Hospital, New Iberia
15 Butler-Abshire Clinic, Homer
16 Union General Hospital,

27 Allen Parish Hospital, Kinder
28 Byrd Regional Hospital, Leesville

29 Prevost Memorial Hospital,
Donaldsonville

December

4 Citizen’s Medical Center, Columbia

r@;é Add usto
/é%///ﬁ your cfmtacts...

Erin Watson, PEAL Project Director
watson@lrha.org
Anne Marsh, Outreach Coordinator
marsh@lrha.org
Stacy Fontenot, LRHA Executive Director
fontenot@lrha.org
Phone: (985) 369-3813
Fax: (985) 369-3630




“The Cheat Sheet”
Your guide to CMS & SSA
Mailings, Summer/Fall 2007

HHHHHH The Centgrs for Medicar§ & Medi-
@ caid Services and the Social Security
Administration have started mailing
notifications to Medicare beneficiar-
ies specific to the prescription drug
plans and the extra help available.
These letters have been somewhat
confusing to beneficiaries in the past; however, a “cheat
sheet” has been released by CMS detailing what each
mailing means. This guide will allow advocates to easily
assist someone who has received one of these mailings.

Click here to access the guide.

e

Z/&? Info VU Need
To know...

The plan specifications for
Medicare Part D are changing —
that includes premiums, de-
ductibles, and cost-sharing. All
Medicare beneficiaries who are
already enrolled in a plan,
whether satisfied or not with the benefits,
should take a moment to compare plans for
their 2008 coverage. These changes may make
a difference for a number of folks across the
nation and we want to make sure that the bene-
ficiaries in Louisiana are exactly where they
need to be to assure the best benefits and most
desirable coverage for their prescription drug
costs. A flier will be sent to all LRHA member
facilities to post in waiting areas, clinics, etc...
containing this information. Please be sure to
share it with your staff and family members as
we all know someone that this information may
affect. If you have any questions, please call
LRHA (985) 369-3813.

Show Someone You Love
How Mueh You Care
The SSA Campaign

Social Security and the
Centers for Medicare & Medi-
caid Services are working to-
gether to get Medicare benefici-
aries extra help with their pre-
scription drug costs. You can
help someone you care about apply for this extra
help. To determine if they could be eligible, Social
Security will need to know their income and the
value of their savings, investments and real estate
(other than their home).

To qualify for extra help they must have:
Income limited to $15,315 for an individual or
$20,535 for a married couple living together. Even
if their annual income is higher, your loved ones
still may be able to get some help with monthly
premiums, annual deductibles and prescription co-
payments. Some examples where income may be
higher include if they or their spouse: Support
other family members who live with them; Have
earnings from work; or Live in Alaska or Hawaii;
and Resources limited to $11,710 for an individual
or $23,410 for a married couple living together.
Resources include such things as bank accounts,
stocks and bonds. Their house and car are NOT
counted as resources.

click below
for details

Show someone
you love
how much you care.
www.socialsecurity.gov

Senior Health Insurance
Information Program

1-800-259-5301 .

(985) 369-3813
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